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whose mental balance had been unsteadied by a mixture of
anarchism, socialism, and nationalism, it was not unnatural
that the force of mental suggestion, in an act of political
assassination like that of Zherajitch, should exercise a
strong psychological influence.
The man most influential in developing the revolution-
ary movement in Bosnia and in inspiring the Bosnian stu-
dents who carried out the plot against the Archduke was
Vladimir Gatchinovitch.69 He was the son of an orthodox
priest in Herzegovina. His father wished him to follow the
priesthood and sent him to school for the purpose, but he
threw up his studies and began reading revolutionary Rus-
sian literature. In the spring of 1909, during the Annexa-
tion Crisis, he went to Belgrade, where he came in contact
with the leaders of the newly organized Narodna Odbrana
and also with the more violent spirits who favored "direct
action" and later organized the "Black Hand." He re-
mained in Serbia for a couple of years and came under the
influence of Skerlitch, an active propagandist of anti-Aus-
trian revolutionary ideas. Later he returned to Bosnia on
behalf of the Narodna Odbrana and, in the words of one of
his followers, "speaks, wakes people up, and -again disap-
pears like a shadow, as if he were swallowed up by the
earth, feeling himself followed by the foot-falls of Austrian
agents among whom were to be found some Serbians
also."70
Gatchinovitch attended the University of Vienna; but
69 The best source of information of this arch-conspirator is to be
found in Spomenica Vladimira Gatchinovitch, Sarajevo, 1921. This con-
tains his famous pamphlet, Smrt Jednog Heroja (The Death of a Hero),
glorifying Bogdan Zherajitch's attempt on General Vareshanin's life in
1910; it was published at Belgrade in 1912 by the "Piedmont" Press, the
organ of the "Black Hand." It also includes some of his other writings
and some interesting biographical notes by his friends and fellow con-
spirators. On Gatchinovitch, see also Jevtitch, pp. 5, 13, 15, 19-21; Seton-
Watson, Sarajevo, pp. 69-79; and M. Edith Durham in Current History;
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